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23 October 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Gordon, 
 
SUPPORTING BUSINESS, ACCELERATING GROWTH AND PROSPERITY FOR ALL:  
ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN 2018 – 20 
 
Tomorrow (24 October) I am launching an Economic Action Plan (EAP) which sets out the 
range of positive actions this Government is taking to deliver inclusive economic growth.  The 
Plan will be available digitally at:  http://economicactionplan.mygov.scot. 
 
Publishing the EAP in October was a PfG commitment.  It includes a wide-ranging package of 
new measures addressing priorities such as: 
 

 Responding to the changing skills needs of business and employees by enhancing our 
support for reskilling and upskilling. 

 Redoubling efforts to provide stability and new economic opportunities for businesses. 

 Delivering new measures to help drive up innovation and entrepreneurship. 

 Showcasing Scotland to the rest of the world and attracting talent for our businesses. 
 
Scotland’s Economic Strategy is still fit for purpose and this Plan builds on it.  Ensuring that 
growth is inclusive and sustainable is the key to unlocking all of Scotland’s potential.  The 
Economic Action Plan provides an initial response to recommendations from bodies such as 
the previous Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee, the Sustainable Growth Commission 
and the Enterprise and Skills Strategic Board.  A strong, vibrant and diverse economy is 
essential to create high-quality, diverse and sustainable places that promotes wellbeing and 
attract investment. 
 
 
 /We… 
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We recognise the strategic importance of a vibrant rural economy and the need to make sure 
that this is reflected in both policy and decision making processes, so the Rural Economy 
Action Plan is integrated into the overarching national plan. The Economic Action Plan, 
therefore, provides solutions for the urban economy and initial solutions for the rural economy.  
However, the NCRA identified that there needed to be a change of mind-set if we were to 
realise the full potential that rural Scotland can bring to the economy of the country as a whole.  
To create this step-change we intend to have a particular focus on rural issues in the coming 
period and will harness the recommendations of the NCRA, the Agricultural Champions and 
the CAP Stability and Simplicity consultation to achieve this end. 
 
I look forward to working with the Committee and the wider Parliament in delivering the actions 
in this Plan and achieving sustainable and inclusive economic growth for all of Scotland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEREK MACKAY 
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